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Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission - Special Meeting 

January 10,2018 630PM 

Stafford Community Center 

12 Buckley Highway 

Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Members Present: 

David Mordasky 

Myron Avery 

Ken Crary 

Don Bradway 

Marty Abromaitis 

Karl Mllikowski 

Deb Szemreylo 

Savannah Rummel 

Also Present: 

Steven Clark, Alternate 

Bruce Dobson, Alternate 

Dave Perkins, ZEO 

Lorin Dafoe, Legal Counsel 

1. Call meeting to order, establish quorum, and pledge of allegiance. Chainnan Mordasky 
called meeting to order at 6:30pm, pledge of allegiance was said. 

2. Corrections and approve minutes of Meeting December 13th, 2017 

Don Bradway moves to accept the minutes, Ken Crary seconds the motion. All in favor. 

3. Correspondence and upcoming dates of SAAC events 

Chainnan Mordasky received a letter for the CT Fann Bureau asking for monetary donations to 
support statewide agriculture. 



4. Stafford Grants and Marketing Specialist, Amber Wakley 

Amber spoke about possible funding opportunities for either long term and short term projects. 
Chairman Mordasky asked about the process of getting a grant. Marty Abromaitis asked if 
Amber worked for individuals or just organizations. Amber responded that she works for 
non-profits, commission boards, and is an employee of the Town of Stafford. Her office is on the 
third floor of Town Hall. 

5. Stafford Agricultural Product Publication 

Bruce Dobson has been working with Amy Hartenstein on this project. She is working on 
designing a logo. Ken Crary brought a 11 X 17 brochure with map of Stafford. He also found a 
service "Mail a Map" that could produce the map and the ag listings for a fee.Deb Szemreylo 
moved that the commission come up with a map and listings of ag related entities within the 
town. Myron Avery seconds. An in favor. Motion carries. Dave Perkins will assist in getting a 
map. Interested individuals will contact Bruce Dobson if they want to be on the map. 

6. Agricultural farmland reclamation and production project 

Bruce Dobson investigated the property across the road from chestnut hill nursery. Bruce 
contacted Ted Sauve from the State of Connecticut would love to see it become a hayfield. It is 
about 4 or 5 acres. SAAC would be responsible for clearing the land. This has potential for an 
ongoing project. 

7. Final Draft of regulations concerning Agricultural Engagement 

Planning and zoning board meeting last night was presented the 7th draft of agricultural activities 
rules and regulations for consideration. A suggestion was made to address artificial lighting. 
Lorin Dafoe, Legal Counsel suggests that the SAAC consider supporting an annual renewable 
permit instead of the lifetime permits. If there has been no complaints there would be an option 
to move forward without a special hearing. Lisa Houlhan suggested that we try to clarify the 
statement concerning complaints where the town would be able to limit the events. Lorin Dafoe 
cautions against not using made up words such as "ag-tivities" because they are not in thc 
dictionary and therefore are not legally defensible. Dave Perkins commented that a winery with a 
tasting room sought information concerning regulations in the Town of Stafford. It therefore 
was included in the regulation recomendations. 

Marty Abromaitis asked if there are any types of limitations on property lines and if the 
neighbors will be notified. The neighbors will only be notified if it is a large scale event and 
requires a site plan. 

8. Public comments and input. 

Jackie Grenda speaks about the H2 worker visa employees of farmers. 

9. Commissioners vote on agenda items. 



Don Bradway moves to accept the regulations as amended by Dave Perkins with elimination of 
words that are not in the dictionary and to present them to ZPC. Myron A very seconds. All in 
favor. Motion carries. 

11. Adjournment 

Myron Avery moves to adjourn. Karl Milikowski seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:46pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Deb Szemreylo 


